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HILLCREST MANOR HERALD


January 2008

Letter from your President:

Happy New Year!  It’s been a while since you’ve received a Newsletter.  Our last  was published in July 2007.  Since that time our neighborhood participated in National Night Out on August 7th, 2007.  Thanks goes to Jerry and Dede Jackson for hosting and for Sandi Knight’s help in organizing.  Pizza was provided by Pizza Hut via Robin Clark.  Thanks Robin!

We are hoping to eventually save paper, postage and time by only having information thru our website www.hillcrestmanor.org and/or email.  We would like to hear from those of you who do not access a computer.  I don’t want you to be excluded from information and would like to know how many do not go on line.  

Recently entered on-line by John Swinburn is a questionnaire asking for updated information for the next Directory and for recommendations, etc.  Please check it out and respond by February 1st  (see a separate article later in this Newsletter). 

I have been attending meetings sponsored by Councilpersons Ron Natinsky (our District 12, ron.natinsky@dallascityhall.com) and Linda Koop (District 11).  In December we heard from the Parks and Recreation Department.  Keller Springs Park of approximately 12 acres has been funded in the 2006 Bond program and is in the design stage.  There will be a designated doggie area.  An off leash Dog Park also is funded and in the design stage near 190 and Pear Ridge Drive which is near Frankford and the North Dallas Tollway.  Rose Hagger Park will have a pavilion.  Preston Green Park off Duffield has a new walking trail, seating areas, water fountains and new playground equipment.

Sometime this Spring we will go to once/week garbage pickup.  For those of you who haven’t started recycling I can tell you once you do you’re likely to find your recycling bin filling sooner than the trash container.  I don’t know whether the recycling will be increased to more than once/week. 

 Bulky trash pickup continues to be the week of the first Monday of the month.  The fine for Bulky Trash put out too early is $293.  The trash can be placed in front of the house from Thursday – Sunday prior to the pick up week.  Anyone can call 311 or go to www.dallascityhall.com to report violations.  Our code compliance inspector is

 Kelli Stevens @ 214 517-6722 or call Gregory Paine @ 214 948-4167 and cell 214 957-2793.

At our June 2007 Annual Meeting we discussed and heard from Ron Natinsky regarding the formation of a limited PID (public improvement district).  There have been no planning meetings in our neighborhood since currently the City of Dallas is not allowing any more PID’s to be formed.  The Prestonwood area PID has been effective however there were some problems in another area of Dallas where the homeowners were attempting to start a PID so everything went to a halt.  Ron Natinsky has told me that now that we have a new mayor  and new council, he and Linda Koop will bring the idea up at a council meeting this Spring.

What is a limited PID?  A limited PID is where an area/neighborhood gets enough consensus from those involved to have a mandatory collection of funds to support a specific purpose.  As you know we are currently a voluntary association.  In Prestonwood, for example, they have off-duty policepersons circulating in squad cars 24 hours/day to supplement the regular police force.

In our neighborhood many of us feel that we need a guaranteed amount of funds to support the boundary walls.  Our association, with savings plus special contributions by a limited number of homeowner, has accomplished some repairs on the north wall east of Gracefield but additional repair is needed and we don’t have enough funds. 

 Many, many discussions have occurred over the years as to who actually owns the walls, who is responsible?  The City Attorney’s office since our 2007 Annual Meeting has informed the Board that the City of Dallas will not get involved nor pay for wall replacement, repair, tear down, etc.  Anything done will rest on the shoulders of the neighborhood short of a brick or concrete wall collapsing in a street or alley!

That is why our neighborhood needs to hear more about forming a PID.  More on this as soon as the City Council spends time reviewing implementation.  

Our neighborhood intended to start planting trees in the common space on the south side of Campbell.  First we had a very long drought with no sprinklers in the designated locations AND then we learned that a past Bond program allowed for sidewalks to be added on the south side of Campbell.  We need to have the city install the sidewalks before we plant trees.

In December I read in the Dallas Morning News that Dallas may soon require garage sale registration.  I expect we will be hearing more about that in the coming months.  The current city policy allows residents to hold two garage sales at their homes per year.  

Contact me via email or phone with any thoughts or comments:  judyachten@ebby.com  214 215-7077.

Mother’s Group

Calling all Hillcrest Manor Moms!  Please call Anne Howard to get involved and meet some of your neighbors while the children play.  Anne_M_Howard@hotmail.com 

972 380-2255.  Fun, Friendship, Playgroups, Mom’s Night Out, Walking Groups, Holiday Parties, Book Club.

Hillcrest Manor Ethnic Night Out

We started “Ethnic Night Out” in Hillcrest Manor last year as a way for neighbors to get to know one another a bit better over an ethnic food meal.  We wanted to create a stronger social bond within our community.  While we haven’t been inundated with interest, we’ve had enough to justify continuing our effort, in the hope that more of you will get involved.

Here’s what we’ve done so far:

·Fadi’s on Preston Road in Frisco for a Lebanese meal;

·Queen of Sheba on Addison Road in Addison for Ethiopian food;

·Jorg’s Café Vienna in old downtown Plano for Viennese/German food.

We’ve not yet decided on the date/location of our next outing, but will soon.  It’s likely to be Indian food….or maybe we’ll do Thai, Italian, Vietnamese, French, Mexican, Chinese, Peruvian…who knows?!

Here’s the way it works: one person/family agrees to host it, which means contacting the rest of the group to see what date works best for the majority, recommending a restaurant and type of food, making a reservation for the appropriate number, and informing everyone of the time, address, and location.  We either get separate checks, if the restaurant will do it that way, or we agree to split the check equally, expecting that everyone’s meal will be within a similar price range.

If you’re interested in getting involved, please contact John Swinburn by email to jsswinburn@gmail.com or Sandi Knight by email to ssk0612@sbcglobal.net. 

Volunteers Needed!

Do you have a few hours a week…a few hours a month…or an hour or two every few months…that you’d be willing to contribute to the Hillcrest Manor Homeowners Association?  We need people to help us with a number of projects and activities, from gathering information on updating our website (www.hillcrestmanor.org) to arranging for our annual meeting to helping keep the entryways to our community looking good.  There are literally dozens of tasks that need to be done, but only a few of us who have agreed to get involved.  We NEED your participation!  If you have an interest, please contact Judy Achten, president of the Hillcrest Manor Homeowners Association by email to judyachten@ebby.com or by phone to (214) 215-7077.  Either Judy can give you a task right away or another member of the Board can use your help…right away!  

If you just can’t wait to get started, how about this: go to the “Nearby Merchants” section of our website at http://www.hillcrestmanor.org/nearbymerchants.html and consider what’s missing that, if listed, would be a valuable resource to your neighbors.  Then, make a list of the missing merchants and gather their addresses, business hours, and telephone numbers.  Send that list to jsswinburn@gmail.com.  And you’ll be thanked profusely, and will have done a valuable service to your community. 
CRIME WATCH

There soon will be additional NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH signs.  We want you to call the Crime Watch number 972 606-3460 to report activity.  If you see/hear something contact the police department first (911) and then report it to the recording on our crime watch number.  That way when you see the signs posted at our entrances one can call that number and listen to a recorded message. 

There were several recent car break-ins on the north side of Campbell and due to a mishap or two you weren’t informed of the problem.  These vehicles were parked on the street so if at all possible it is safer to park in your garage or on your driveway.  The whole idea is to keep our neighborhood safe.  We need to be aware and report to police and our crime watch number.

The City of Dallas added almost 200 more police officers in 2007 and the 2008 Budget will ask for another 250 officers.  But every year approximately 5% retire.

A program which has been very effective in reducing crime is called V.I.P. which stands for Volunteers in Patrol.  Many of the Dallas neighborhoods have active V.I.P. programs and this is something some of us have wanted to implement for a long time.  We need as many volunteers as possible and the more we have the better the V.I.P. program will be in our neighborhood.  We are hoping for 45 to 60 adults willing to volunteer 2 or 3 hours per month.  Anyone wanting to participate must be trained by the police.  The 2008 training schedule includes a choice of one of three Saturdays 8 am – 2 pm or one of three 2-night classes 6 pm – 9 pm.  The first training session for 2008 is Saturday, January 26th.  All training takes place at the substation located on the NE corner of Hillcrest and McCallum.

The Volunteers in Patrol is a non-confrontational program where Volunteers patrol two to a car in our neighborhood.  Please contact Theron Russell for more information and to receive the application form.  theron@sbcglobal.net or 972 931-8232.

Real Estate Update  

Where is the market headed?  There are almost endless articles you can find to support how you feel Real Estate will fare in 2008.  Many agree that not all areas of the country were affected the same.  Texas hasn’t seen the same percentages of appreciation as many other areas and consequently we haven’t seen price declines as standard or as drastic either.  But the affects of the sub-prime upheaval and the re-setting of many of the initial teaser adjustable rates are inescapable. 

Mortgage rates are still historically low, the US economy is stable.  2007 home sales is the 5th best in history!  Everything isn’t doom and gloom.

In the Far North Dallas area of Richardson schools 566 single family properties SOLD in 2007 with an average days on market of 103 days.  The  current 26 Contract Pendings were on the market an average of 75 days before receiving an offer and the 163 properties FOR  SALE have been on the market an average of 117 days.

Within Hillcrest Manor there is only 1 FOR SALE and 4 Contract Pendings.  In 2007 there were 16 properties which SOLD ranging from a sales price of $201,000 - $416,700.

Please contact me for your specific needs or questions.  Judy Achten,  Ebby Halliday Realtor, judyachten@ebby.com or 214 215-7077.
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Nelda Johnson
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Anne Howard
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Judy Achten
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Bernardo Aguayo


2008 Dues

Watch in a separate mailing for the 2008 dues invoice.  In 2007 we collected from 59% of our homeowners.  Thank you to all who contributed.  We are discussing a few ways to improve the neighborhood plus needing to collect for the boundary walls.  The Block Captains may call on you should you not send in dues in a timely manner.  Ease their load and beat them to that call!

My hope is that ALL of the homeowners will see the importance to maintaining our neighborhood which is supported thru our dues and thru voluntary efforts.

Respectively,    Judy Achten

This Newsletter was written by John Swinburn and Judy Achten. 

 judyachten@ebby.com  214 215-7077
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