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HILLCREST MANOR HERALD


March 2007

Our Neighborhood  REAL  ESTATE Update

2006 saw a total of 22 homes  SOLD  which is the highest number since 1997 when 22 homes were also sold in one year.  Last year’s Sold Prices ranged from $143,900 (2080 square feet, foreclosure) to $350,000 (4478 square feet with a pool).

I am often asked about price per square foot.  For example, “What is our neighborhood selling per square foot?”  To understand how difficult this is to answer our neighborhood ranged from $63.29/square foot - $103.87/square foot.  That  difference of $40.58 and the range in between is enough to show that simply talking or pricing by the square foot is not an accurate measure.  Looking at square footage is just one measure of several in evaluating a property.

As of this writing (02/26/07) there are two homes For Sale in our neighborhood and 4 Contracts pending.  Thus far in 2007 there are 4 SOLD properties with the sale prices ranging from $214,120 - $267,500.

If you have any questions regarding this information OR would like an evaluation of your property please call:  JUDY ACHTEN, 17+year Hillcrest Manor Resident and 21 years as a Realtor.  214 215-7077  or judyachten@ebby.com

Graffiti or Tagging

Whatever you want to call it please be aware that this type of vandalism has occurred in our neighborhood.  If you see someone in the act please call 911 and report it otherwise call 311 to report or make a service request @ 311.dallascityhall.com.   The spray painting was on a Thomas Chapel garage door and on several brick garbage enclosures.  The City of Dallas has it’s first graffiti czar who is expected to add some punch to the city’s effort to clean up neighborhoods.  You may have seen an article in the Sunday Metro, 02/18/07, edition of the Dallas Morning News.

Left Behind

Every time you are out walking the dog be prepared.  Your neighbor doesn’t want anything left behind in their yard.  You can never have enough of those plastic bags from the supermarket!

What is 972 606-3460?

The signs occasionally placed at the entrances of our subdivision stating “Hillcrest Manor Crime Alert  972 606-3460”  mean for you to dial and receive information on an incident which has recently occurred in our neighborhood.  This is for everyone’s benefit to be aware and to keep our neighborhood safe. If you have a crime incident to report you can also call this number and our Crime Alert Person, Theron Russell, will receive the message and distribute the information.  Thanks to Theron and to B.E.Smith who places the signs out when needed.

DUES

Included in this newsletter mailing is the annual dues request.  Notice this year there is a stamped return envelope to make it very easy for you. 

We need to discuss what our neighborhood is going to do about the portion of wall on the north side of Campbell which is leaning.  Should we go ahead with the intended landscaping which has already been discussed or is the leaning wall a more pressing issue?  We need volunteers to head up this project.  Our Annual Meeting is June 20, 2007 but work on this should begin NOW.

NEIGHBORHOOD  DIRECTORY

The last edition of the Hillcrest Manor Directory was published in May 2005.  A new Directory is needed as there have been 36 homes which have changed hands and we continually ask for e-mail addresses.  Many of the e-mail addresses have changed since May 2005.  Our neighborhood would like to communicate via e-mail for speed and efficiency.  Before you put this Newsletter down please go to your computer and e-mail randy@painless.nu  with any Directory changes including e-mail.

WANTED!!!  The neighborhood needs someone to head up the assembling of the next Directory.  Randy and Judy Achten have compiled the last several directories and want to pass on the torch.  Since our neighborhood has limited funds the Directory costs have been kept at a minimum.  Randy and Judy can give the new volunteer(s)  several helpful tips including the computer disc all setup for printing.

BULKY  PICKUP

The Bulk Pickup for our neighborhood takes place one day (Monday – Friday) during the week of the FIRST Monday of each month.  Items for pickup may be placed out by the curb beginning the Thursday before the FIRST Monday.  Homeowners who place items out earlier or just after the pickup are subject to a city fine.  Anyone can report this violation by contacting 311 or going on to the city website @ www.dallascityhall.org .  We are fortunate to have this service from the city and it shouldn’t be abused.

Dallas Recycles …More Options….Less Hassles
Sanitation Services has expanded its recycling program to include Big Blue roll-carts. Dallas residents have the option of registering to receive a Big Blue roll-cart or continue using the plastic bag method.


 HYPERLINK "http://www.dallascityhall.com/pdf/san/TooGoodToThrow.pdf" 
Delivery of the Big Blue roll-cart will begin November and December 2006.  Please continue using the plastic bag method and follow your regular recycling collection schedule until January 2, 2007.
If you prefer, you may continue recycling with blue bags (or clear bags) and need not register for a blue recycle cart. However, starting January 2, 2007, we will begin the twice-monthly pickup of recyclables in carts and/or bags.    
Recycle these items: 
· Glass (all colors) 
· Plastics #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #7 
· Newspapers, magazines, junk mail, 
· telephone books 
· Steel, tin, aerosol & aluminum cans 
· Chipboard & corrugated cardboard 
To register for a Big Blue roll-cart.  Go to www.dallascityhall.com and click on Request a recycling roll cart.
 
Our pick up schedule is every other Friday.  For example February 23, March 9, March 23, April 6 etc etc.
 
*AND last but not least . . . PLEASE take time to read the letter of concern from one of our neighbors titled “Hey, Hillcrest Manor!  Let’s Build a Neighborhood in 2007!”

This Newsletter was written, printed and mailed by Judy Achten, 17+ year Hillcrest Manor homeowner and an Ebby Halliday Realtor, (214) 215-7077   judyachten@ebby.com
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