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Hello Neighbors!  

Here we are with another year beginning.  My hope is that every Homeowner contributes a minimum of $50/year (about 14 cents/day) towards our Association.  Our funds not only cover those items mentioned on the Dues Invoice but also will help defray any emergency we might incur, for example, should any of the concrete walls collapse.  (See more on the walls later in the Newsletter).

With funds as a Neighborhood, we could purchase sign toppers to be added to all the street signs identifying our neighborhood or we could apply funds towards the Volunteer in Patrol some of us want to begin in our neighborhood or we could have more neighborhood get togethers.   Many of us would like to update the signs identifying our neighborhood.  You get the idea . . .

WALLS     WALLS     WALLS
I appreciate that it feels like we’ve been reading about leaning walls or a broken wall every Newsletter for many years.  And that’s true unfortunately.  

A hole which was caused by a car backing into the southwest brick section of wall early December 2008 was totally repaired by funds recovered from that particular homeowner’s insurance company.  I  know many of you are glad to read this.  It took a couple of months for negotiations or it might have been repaired sooner. 

However last March when a breakage occurred further west on that same section of wall no apparent cause was determined.  As you will remember our association plus two Homeowners paid for that repair.  Thanks again to Rich and Laura Schwartz and Dave and Pat Darnell.  Both couples contributed $500 each towards the repair.

As a point of information that brick wall is located on property which was to have been deeded to the City of Dallas when the area was developed but the document was never recorded.  The City of Dallas has told some of us as individuals and collectively as an association numerous times thru the years that they will not repair or rebuild the walls.  

What the City of Dallas will do is remove any debris should a wall fall and land in the alley or on the sidewalk or street.  When the break occurred last March the City of Dallas quickly came out and hauled away the broken brick and mortar blocking the alley behind properties on Crooked Oak.

There have been “Wall Committees” throughout the years, most recently one that met a few times last summer.  We still need a group of concerned homeowners to gather information and be prepared to make some decisions.  Because like it or not, the wall, particularly the northwest section, is leaning more now than last year at this time.  A day will come when part of it falls and then some action will need to be taken.

I am looking for help.  A plan of action needs to be in place.  It would be especially helpful to have some of the homeowners backing the wall to get involved.  Email me, judyachten@ebby.com, or call 214-215-7077 and I will coordinate communication between those willing to help.

Neighborhood Watch by Theron Russell, Crime Alert Chairman

A special thanks to our committee who make the program work:  BE Smith, Jill Mansfield and Murlyn Zeske.  The new signs are set out for 10 days at a time.  Please make it a habit of calling (972) 606-3460 to learn about community crime alert updates. 

This year we continue to have a variety of crimes against property.  It appears that a majority of these crimes or incidences will be avoided by simply locking up a car, removing the keys and leaving nothing of value in plain view in the car’s interior.  We have had a run on postal box robberies.  Empty your mailbox daily to avoid this crime of identity theft.  We have numerous reports of suspicious people walking around the neighborhood or in the alleys.  Call 911 to report these types of activities.

Please take a passion to watch your neighborhood and report any suspicious activity.  It is everyone’s job to be a set of eyes and ears and to report to 911.  Let the police know of what is going on in our neighborhood.  If the police never hear of our needs then cars will be assigned in other “hot” spots and we will be left behind.  Always report suspicious activity to 911, then report to our crime alert number in Hillcrest Manor:  (972) 606-3460.

Volunteers in Patrol (VIP) by Theron Russell

Volunteers in Patrol is a community based program run by homeowners in the neighborhood.  This program is non-confrontational while patrolling our neighborhood for suspicious activity.

While we have few families who have volunteered, we need a lot more to step up and help.  We require two person teams to patrol the neighborhood at different times throughout the day and weekend.  All participants must be trained by the Dallas Police.  Participants are required to submit a background report and attend a short training session taught by VIP and the Dallas Police Department.  The next classes are May 16, Sept.26 (one Saturday) or split between a Wednesday and Thursday 6pm to 9pm  March 4/5 or July 15/16 or Nov. 18/19.  Classes fill up early.  (There are some very active VIP programs in nearby subdivisions.)

All instruction is given at our local police station on the NE corner of  McCallum and Hillcrest.  We need help and about 10 to 20 or more teams to get the program up and going.  Patrol times are at a team’s convenience and can take place any time of the day or night, week day or weekend.

For more information call Theron Russell  (972) 931- 8232.

President’s Note:  Currently there are 71 active Volunteers in Patrol neighborhoods throughout the city.  The last training class held at our local police station had 45 applicants!  The Dallas Police have a goal of 3 officers/1000 residents.  The police can’t be everywhere and it’s our civic responsibility to aide in keeping our neighborhood safe.

Recycling
You may have read about the lower prices recyclable materials are bringing.  Not to worry since the City of Dallas has places to store should they find they don’t have a buyer at the “right” price for a particular product.  Recycling is alive and well in Dallas.  In fact there is a pilot program right now for apartment complexes and the 1X/week program is expanding to more of Dallas.  
In District 12 each participating household is recycling an average of 46 pounds per month compared to 25 pounds per month last year.

If you want to join in call 311 to have a blue recycling cart delivered.
You may have also noticed some recycling containers have been removed from schools and churches.  The City of Dallas now requires screening walls should the containers face a residential street.  Some schools and churches decided to remove the containers rather than erect the walls.

Welcome NEW Neighbors

We welcome the new neighbors who have moved to Hillcrest Manor in the last year.

7228 Blythdale
Richard & Rhonda Sinz

7204 Canongate
Stephen &Betsy Howard

7211 Canongate

7251 Crooked Oak

7266 Holyoke

Albert Abolafia

16802 Hunters Point  Christopher & Marcy Calley

16834 Hunters Point
John Pahmier

16810 Mossy Oak
Paul & Stephanie Ochel

16812 Old Pond
Paul Graham

16935 Old Pond
Richard & Margariet Elkins

16943 Old Pond
Scott and Ashley Vines

Real Estate UPDATE   by Judy Achten, Ebby Halliday Realtor
Nine of the new Homeowners moved here in 2008.  That makes for a total of 9 sales in 2008 which is considerably less than the last few years.  2007: 16 sales, 2006:  22 sales and 2005:  18 sales.

Currently there is just one property on the market in our neighborhood but there are a couple coming available in March.

It’s been an unsettling time in Real Estate but there are still Buyers who wish to buy and Sellers who want to move.  At this time it is even more important to work with someone who is constantly keeping an eye on the pulse.

Homeowner DIRECTORY
You’ve also been reading about a new Directory.  Randy Achten has agreed to take back the job and expects to have a new one in your hands within about 1 month.  Anyone interested in helping would be greatly appreciated.  Randy and Judy Achten have coordinated the assembly and printing of the last several directories.  Contact Randy at randyachten@gmail.com.

Respectfully, 

 Judy Achten, President  

 judyachten@ebby.com  214 215-7077
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