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July 2008

The Calendar fooled many of us!

Many homeowners had garbage placed out on the front sidewalk a week early for the Bulky Pick Up scheduled for the week of July 7 – 11.  Our Bulky Pick Up week is the week that has the 1st Monday in the month.  Some times this is not the first week of the month.  Remember:  Week of the first Monday.

National Night Out

Due to the extreme Texas heat in August National Night Out for Texas has been moved to October 7, 2008.  It will be held on the Old Pond cul da sac in front of John and Emily Hennessy’s @ 16908 Old Pond Drive.  More information to follow as we get closer to that date.

Annual Homeowners Meeting Summary 

(summarized from the Secretary’s minutes and the President’s commentary)

Approximately 23 homeowners attended our Annual meeting held on Thursday, June 12, 2008. (It cost us $132 to rent the room in Campbell Green Recreation Center for 3 hours.) The attendance was down from 38 last year.  The good news is that we had a very informative and action oriented meeting PLUS our balance of funds is $6.071.16 up from last year with an ending balance as of May 31, 2008 of $21,582.13.  We have 65% participation in our 2008 voluntary yearly dues of $50.  If you are one who hasn’t yet contributed it’s not too late.  Mail our Treasurer: George Kelly @ 16901 Old Pond, Dallas 75248 your check for $50 made out to Hillcrest Manor Homeowners Association.  Be sure to continue reading this Newsletter regarding where funds are needed.

Crime statistics were provided by Deputy Chief Elliston from the North Central substation at Hillcrest and McCallum.  In the last 4 years crime has decreased 26% in the North Central division with the 10% decrease in violent crime and an 8% decrease in non-violent crime.  Unfortunately there is an increase in the theft of motor vehicles and motor vehicle break-ins.  This is one area where an active V.I.P. program (Volunteers In Patrol) would decrease our numbers in Hillcrest Manor.

Ed Fox of the Crime Watch executive Board strongly encouraged our residents to abide by the Lock/Take/Hide method. Residents can help the Dallas Police Department by paying attention and removing all visible belongings from vehicles parked on the street.  Parking vehicles in garages is strongly encouraged as people are even siphoning gasoline from cars due to soaring prices at the pump.  Volunteers are being recruited to establish an increased presence in the neighborhood (V.I.P. program).  The Dallas Police Department will host a class to be held on July 16 and 17, 2008 at the McCallum substation.  Please contact Ed Fox for details @ efox3@sbcglobal.net or 972 989-1866.

Slate of Officers for 2008 – 2009
President
   Judy Achten  

214 215-7077 judyachten@ebby.com



Vice President
   Lori Weisenborn
LWeisenborn@prizmpartners.com 
972 407-9970

Secretary
   Jennifer Beckham
jmbeckham524@yahoo.com
972 930-7052

Treasurer
   George Kelly
georgekelly@sbcglobal.net
972 732-9064

Additional Key Members of the Hillcrest Manor Association include:

Crime Watch./V.I.P.

Theron Russell theron@sbcglobal.net    
972 931-8232

Sign Placement


B.E. Smith



972 931-8153

Landscape Monitoring/Upkeep 
Paul Hyndman phyndman@sbcglobal.net 214 502-7240

Yard of the Month

Laurie Applebaum 

972 447-9833

and Joanne Blum  

972 931-5853

Wall Committee Chairman
John Swinburn  jsswinburn@gmail.com  
972 818-6446

Block Captains

Patti Hyndman, Alex Johnson, JoAnne Smith, Rich Schwartz, Cris Atkinson, Theron Russell, Norman Borkan, Nelda Johnson, Anne Howard, Judy Achten and Bernardo Aguayo.  

A few streets do not have a representative.  

Contact Judy Achten for details.

Membership Directory and Website  John Swinburn jsswinburn@gmail.com 
972 818-6446

The Wall

Information was distributed as a historical summary of meetings, bids and repairs dating as far back as 1991.  If you didn’t receive a copy and would like one please contact Judy Achten.  Copies of the extensive work by a 1999 Wall Committee were also distributed.  As this has been an issue for many years John Swinburn suggested the formation of a Wall Committee.   That committee consists of John, Dave Darnel, Alex Johnson, Justin Howard and Judy Achten.  Brian Baird and Scott Vines who have expressed interest have not been able to attend. The next meeting will be Sunday, July 13 @ 10 am @ John Swinburn’s home, 16947 Old Pond Drive.

Tentatively an informal Homeowner’s meeting (bring your lawn chairs) will be held on a Saturday morning in August.  Watch for more details.  One of the purposes will be to report on the activities of the Wall Committee addressing the break in the south side brick wall and the increasing lean of the pressed concrete wall especially the NW section.  Another will be to meet your neighbors and share information about other common homeowner concerns.

The break in the south side brick wall occurred late March 2008.  Six contractors have looked at it and the Board received 4 bids.  The Board and a few other homeowners met the end of April and chose Joe Ramos to complete the job.  As of this writing a good match and the same size brick has yet to be found.

HMHA Website and Directory

John Swinburn reported that the Hillcrest Manor Homeowners Association website is currently receiving 5 – 7 visits per week.  Any ideas of what residents want to see should be directed to John.  Membership directories are to be produced soon and ads are for sale to local businesses to help offset the cost.

Other Business:  Solictors looking to build their customer base in our neighborhood should be advised to look elsewhere as it is a violation in our area.  It was suggested that the No Solicitation notices should be printed in English as well as Spanish and that block captains could pick up notices left on doors of residents who are out of town.

Councilman Ron Natinsky

Walls:  On Monday, June 16, 2008, the council began looking at starting the process for a PID (public improvement district).  An advantage is that every neighbor pays; the disadvantage is that it requires a 2/3 petition process and someone(s) will have to go out into the neighborhood to collect signatures.

Light Posts:  The council may or may not be able to get the light posts repainted.  The council is in negotiation for a new contract in the hope of getting the work cheaper than with Oncor.  It is expected to be mid-autumn before this is resolved.

Sidewalks:  The money is in a bond program to add sidewalks on the south side of Campbell.  It should be completed by the end of the year.  It was also noted that the City has a 50/50 program for individual homeowners wanting sidewalk replacement.  

Garbage trucks:  If garbage trucks are seen running off the alley residents are encouraged to call 3-1-1 or Ron Natinsky’s office (214 670-4067).  Ron noted that if the homeowner doesn’t keep the bushes trimmed between their fence and the alley that may cause the trucks to drive on the terrace.  Homeowners could receive a violation notice to trim their bushes back. 

Uninsured Vehicles:  Beginning January 1, 2009, a new ordinance will go into effect.  All uninsured vehicles will be impounded.

Recycling Program:  The once weekly program is a success.  The city has doubled the amount of poundage picked up at each home.  4000 more Tons/year are being recycled.  The City sells the recycling at approximately $65/Ton and gets to keep about 2/3 of that.  There are 13,005 blue bins being used which translates into 58% of homes recycling.  (It was noted that some also recycle with the blue bags or share use of a neighbors blue cart therefore the percentage is actually higher than 58%.)  Residents are encouraged to see additional tips at www.greendallas.net.

David Fincannon of Attic Party Animals/ A-All Pest and Termite Exterminators (972 241-5223) was asked to speak due to the continued presence of rats in the neighborhood.  The key to prevent rats from entering our homes is to seal up any openings or crevices (a rat can get into anything the size of a quarter!) in the home.  The roof rats are nocturnal and live in trees. Mr. Fincannon discussed reasons why there is an increase in the rat population and what kind of traps are available for use.

Respectfully, 
 Judy Achten, President  

 judyachten@ebby.com  214 215-7077
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