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June  2009
ANNUAL MEETING
Our Annual Meeting is right around the corner.  This year we will meet in the Community Room at the North Central Dallas Police substation located on the NE corner of Hillcrest and McCallum.   Come meet your neighbors on Tuesday, June 30th @ 7 pm.  A Dallas Police Officer will speak on current issues and field questions.  You’ll catch up on the latest in our neighborhood and have an opportunity to meet neighbors.  Annual Elections will also take place and we need volunteers.  Please contact Judy Achten to discuss.  214 215-7077  judyachten@ebby.com .

Water, soda plus snacks will be provided. 

Mark this date and time on your calendar NOW and see you soon!

Directory
There will be a Directory coming out this year.  We are missing several email addresses and if you want to be sure we have your correct information you can simply email randyachten@gmail.com to verify.

LANDSCAPING
A need for funds (see Membership Report below) became very evident when we received bids to keep our perimeter planted areas maintained throughout the year.  Previously the grounds have been mostly attended to by our homeowner, Paul Hyndman.  However with the time required and Paul’s job work load we need to have outside help also.  Recently you may have noticed the trees and shrubs were trimmed.  At this time we can only afford to have this maintained when we deem it absolutely necessary.  Thank you to Paul for all his volunteer hours in the Texas heat and for his continued assistance.

SPRINKLERS
A couple of times this year we’ve had a problem with the sprinklers not able to shut off automatically in the same perimeter area of our neighborhood.  Money was just spent to replace one of the control valves and hopefully we have the problem solved.  Again a need for funds rang loud and clear.

Membership Report
I am pleased to report that as of May 15th 55% of our neighborhood supports our joint efforts to maintain and help our neighborhood prosper!  The 55% represents 145 households out of a total of 264 properties.

I am still hopeful that more dues of a suggested $50/year will be sent to George Kelly, 16901 Old Pond Drive, Dallas  75248.  An invoice and stamped envelope was sent out to everyone early this year.  We have new “Reminder” signs which were contributed by Robert Deutschmann. (Thanks again, Robert.)  Since those signs were posted more dues have been mailed in. 

It’s the 119 who have yet to contribute that I am asking to please help your neighborhood and local community by doing your part.  Dues are accepted all year long although it would be very beneficial if our volunteer Treasurer, George Kelly, didn’t have to man the books all year long for incoming dues.  Thank you for your support.

Here is the breakdown of dues collection thus far:
	Street

	# of Homes

	# Paid

	% Paid

	#  of Unpaid



	

	Blythdale         40           26           65%          14

	Canongate       40           20           50%          20

	Crooked Oak  35           20            57%          15

	Cutter Mill       8              6            75%           2  

	Gracefield       19             8            42%         11

	Holyoke          28           15            54%         13       

	Hunters Point  22           12            55%         10

	Manor Oaks    20             9            45%         11

	Mossy Oak      11             7            64%          4

	Old Pond         27           16             59%        11

	Thomas Chapel 14           6             43%          8

	TOTAL         264          145           55%      119 


Other Needs:
1. The North Central Division Community Room needs new carpet.  Personal and Homeowner Association donations are being sought.  (Dallas Police Officers donated their time and energy to renovate the room).  All donations should be mailed to:  Councilmember Ron Natinsky, 1500 Marilla, 5FN, Dallas, Tx.  75201

2. Wall Committee to form so that when the current leaning wall falls there has been forethought into how the situation should be handled.  Currently there is No plan.

Did you Know:
· The Preston Ridge Trail plantings must be approved.  Unfortunately some folks are planting things on the trail without permission from the City of Dallas or ONCOR.   There is a master plan designed to make the trail attractive AND suitable for a utility easement. 

· The next major plantings on Preston Ridge Trail are scheduled for November 2009 and November 2010.  The November 2009 plantings will be for the land between Davenport and Campbell Green.  To volunteer contact Rod Scales 972 679-8359.  Volunteers are needed.  www.prestonridgetrail.org   

· There is a Texas Poison Center Network www.poisoncontrol.org  1-800-222-1222 which can often save the caller an expensive ambulance ride and/or trip to the emergency room.  About 90% of all poisonings can be treated at home.

· Our neighborhood is a member of North Dallas Neighborhood Alliance which is one of the members of the state-wide organization of neighborhood association umbrella groups, TEXAS NEIGHBORHOODS TOGETHER. (www.texasneighborhoods.org)  We join in concern over bills that are considered by the state legislature.

City of Dallas Water Conservation Program Do’s and Don’ts
· Hand water or use a soaker hose.  They’re permitted at any time.

· Maintain your sprinkler system.  Repair any broken, missing or misdirected sprinkler heads.

· Install rain and freeze sensors on your sprinkler system.

· Monitor your total water usage.  If you use more than 15,000 gallons a month, you’ll pay a surcharge on the amount above 15,000.

****************************************

· Don’t water during any form of precipitation.

· Don’t allow your sprinkler system to water driveways, sidewalks and streets.

· Don’t waste water by allowing runoff onto a street or other drainage area when you’re watering.

· Don’t water your yard between 10 am and 6 pm between April 1 and October 31.

Crime Report
The North Central 2009 year to date crime is down 8% compared with the same period last year.  District 12 has the lowest crime rate in the entire city.  The  new chief for our area is Chief Jesse Reyes.

We have had a few recent incidences reported to the police.  This is important BUT also it is important to call our Crime Watch number (972 606-3460) since awareness could prevent the situation/problem from getting worse AND a neighbor may see something which could help the police solve the crime.  Our dues pay for this automated service.  Please use it.  Also when the “Neighborhood News” signs are posted please call that same number to hear what has happened.

Mick McCord, North Dallas Coordinator from the Office of Strategic Services spoke at the Quarterly Crime Watch Meeting in May regarding the control of door-to-door solicitations.  Door-to-Door solicitors are regulated by Dallas City Ordinance Chapter 42.    That Ordinance states:

· No one can solicit prior to 9am and later than 30 minutes following sunset, Monday thru Saturday.

· No one can solicit at any time on a Sunday, New Year’s Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day or Christmas Day.

· A person representing a charitable, non-profit organization is exempt from this Ordinance.

· A home owner, desiring that no other person solicit at his residence, shall exhibit in a conspicuous place upon or near the main entrance to the residence, a weatherproof card, not less than three inches by four inches in size, containing the words, “NO SOLICITORS.”  The letters shall be not less than two-thirds of an inch in height.

· No person shall ring the doorbell, knock on the door or leave material for the purpose of home solicitation, if a card, as described above is exhibited in a conspicuous place on or near the main entrance to the residence.

A “No Solicitors” sign on a neighborhood street is probably a deterrent to would be solicitors.  But, usually it is not enforceable because, most often, that is a public street.  However, if a sign/card is mounted, as described above, on the neighbor’s personal property, it is enforceable.

What steps do we need to take to eliminate the unwanted solicitors in our neighborhoods?  They are:

· Post a “No Solicitors” card/sign in accordance with the instructions above.

· Encourage your neighbors to do the same.

· Save the material the solicitor left.

· Call 311 and report the incident.  Make a note of when the material was left also.

You might also want to follow the advice of one active North Central Division crime prevention volunteer.  She claims to have virtually eliminated door-to-door solicitation in her neighborhood by adding the two/three following steps

1. Contact the company who provided the material to be left at your door and ask to speak to the owner or manager, a person of authority.

2. Advise that person that they are in violation of a City ordinance and, if one more piece of their material is left at your door, you will call 911.

3. If it’s true, you might also add that you have alerted your neighborhood of the violation and if others have received the same material they will join you in the 911 report.

If you have a properly written “No Solicitors” card properly displayed and someone knocks on your door, DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR, but speak to the person thru the door and tell him/her to go away or you’ll call 911.  When they leave call 311 and report the incident. If they do not go away call 911.  In any case, save the material that was left on the door.

Currently the City of Dallas does not have a permit procedure for door to door solicitors.

Detective Dirks of the DPD Gang Unit spoke on graffiti explaining that marking anyone’s personal property with spray paint, permanent marker or an etching tool is committing a jail able offense.  Graffiti laws are very restrictive.  People who do graffiti are criminals.

80-85% of the graffiti is created by taggers.  The remaining is gang related.  There are pockets in the North Central Division where most of the graffiti is gang related, i.e. Spring Valley and Mahan area.

Gang graffiti is done to glorify the gangs.  So it will have the name of the gang in the graffiti.  Taggers will have the name of the tagger displayed.  They do it to glorify themselves.  Call 911 to report it.  You can call each time it appears after you clean it up.  Take a photo of the graffiti and include it in the report.  When you call 911 and get switched to 311, tell that call taker you made a mistake and hang up.  Then call 911 and say, “I want to make a police report.”

If you see someone creating graffiti get the best description you can of that 

person so you can be very specific when completing the report.
“Junk” vehicles:  If a ‘junk’ car is parked on personal property it is not considered junk in the eyes of the law if:

1. it has a license

2. it has a current inspection sticker

3. it can still be started

If there is an abandoned car parked on a street the Constable can be called:  Ben Adamcik  972 690-8692

VIP
Our neighborhood has yet to form a VIP (Volunteers in Patrol) group although a few homeowners have taken the time to be trained.  We just need a few more volunteers to get this program up and running.  Training is July 25 (Saturday) or September 26 (Saturday) and November 18/19, 2009.  The training is excellent.  Contact Sr. Corporal Beaty @ 214 671-0514.

There are 71 crime watch groups (VIP) in far North Dallas.  Our neighborhood should be next.

Hillcrest Manor Mom’s Group
Join our growing Hillcrest Manor Mom’s Group and meet other parents in the neighborhood!  Our planned activities include playgroups for toddlers and preschoolers and monthly Mom’s Night Outs.  We are a new group so bring your ideas!  We would like to accommodate as many schedules as possible including stay-at-home moms, part-timers and full–time working moms.  Please join us for friendship, support, advice and fun.  Plus it’s FREE!

If you are interested in participating or hearing more about the group please contact Anne Howard @ 972 380-2255, anne.m.howard@gmail.com
United States CENSUS 2010
Between April and July 2009 Census Workers will be canvassing neighborhoods to check that all addresses are in the database when the questionnaires from the Census Bureau are delivered in March 2010.  The official Census day is April 1, 2010.  Listers are using hand held computers with maps on them to verify and list structures, including the collection of GPS coordinates for each location.  If you have any questions or for more information visit www.census.gov .

The 2010 Census is important since it determines the distribution of $300 billion annually of government funding for critical community services and generates thousands of jobs across the country.

Bulky Trash
Our next Bulky Trash collection is the week of July 6 – 10.  If Monday is not in the first week of the month it is too early to put out bulk trash.  The earliest date to set out is the Thursday before the first Monday.  To say it another way:  Place large limbs, shrubbery, bagged leaves, furniture, appliances, mattresses and box springs, etc. for bulk trash pick-up at the curb no earlier than 7 a.m. on the Thursday prior to the assigned collection week.  Dirt, rock and concrete will not be removed.

You could be fined if code compliance happens to drive by and there is trash sitting out at the wrong time of the month.  You can also be reported by someone calling 311.

Calling  911
Did you know that the 911 Call Center was taken over by the Dallas Police Department in an effort to improve response time and better communication between the 911 caller and the call-taker.  The new main frame computer has resulted in improved automatic vehicle location integration into the DPD system which allows the system to recommend the closest available patrol unit for each call.  This has improved response times, especially for high priority calls and offers high safety standards for you and your neighbors.  

Respectfully, 
 Judy Achten, President  

 judyachten@ebby.com  214 215-7077

                 
[image: image1.png]r HALLIDAY
calTon
DU !—



 

Written, postage paid and mailed by Judy Achten

_1306241037.bin

